Dear Crossings’ Friend, Deccmbcr 15,2012

| bcgan aletter to you Friclag morning, and as events in Newtown umcolded, it was
clear that ] needed to begin again. One Piece of news that caugl’]t my attention among
all the sad details was that all the young victims were at the medical examiner’s office
and that parents had onlg been allowed to view Pl—lotograpl—ls of their children. My
imagination filled in the blanks - parents kissing their children as theg dropped them
off at school or at the }DUS, then hcaring news of the violencc, and discovcring that
their child is one of the victims. On top of this horror, the onlg time the parents are
able to see their child againisina Pl']otograpi'] from a coroner’s office and Perhaps

again at the funeral home before he or she is made up to look as if theg were on]y

gcntlg siccping.

As many oFgou know, ] have been in a somewhat similar situation, and believe me, the
on]g thing you want as a parent is to be with your child, no matter what she looks like.
As awful as the destruction of their bcautg might be, that child is yours and the on]g
way to absorb the enormity of what has haPPeﬂecl is to be able to touch and hold and
“be with” this loss. Otherwise, your arms are empty and filled onlg with ]onging 50, |
Began to try to reach tl—lrougi—x to the Parents, to let them know of their rigl’]ts‘ ] oPened
a twitter account, and tweeted to Ncwtown. We Postccl on our NHFA Facebook
page, sPealcing of their rights. | Pos’ced on the Crossings listserv. And | was able to
get an email address of one of the parents whois a Public Figure. | wrote to him direc’cly
and asked him to pass it along to other parents. [He responc{ecl brieﬂy and ]oving!y, 50
l at least know that my message was heard. There is more to be said about ’chis, about
invasive autopsies and embalming, and these little children bccomirxg part of a system
and being treated as “Proper’cg of the state” because thcy were homicide victims, but
PCF!’IaPS this is not the right time and P]ace.



Thcre is an aspect of home funeral education that occasiona”g calls upon us to
become what ] call “spirituai warriors” and it is wrig ] find that ] need to keeP sriowing
up for this work. Having cxpcricnceci the sudden loss of a child mgsclic and ultimatcig
gaineci streng’ch from it and from working forthe righ’cs of others, makes me uniquelg

qua]iiciecl to be a spokesperson for families’ rigrnts in funeral care.

To this cnci, ] have reccntig become Presicicnt of the board of Thc Nationai [Home
Funeral A”iance. Tl’iis is an alliance of home funeral advocates that has emerged from
all the years of our work of teaciﬁing workshops and educating communities. |t is the
A”iance’s l—iope that my Crossings experience may serve to strengtnen a national

voice for the omPowcrmcnt of families in funeral care.

Because this new role will demand more of my time, | have found a friend who is wiliing
to assist me with the cia3~to~ciag opcrations of Crossings. | am excited to introduce

| ourdes Sims and hope you will find her as warm, competent and committed to
Crossings as ] have.

We are also taking the first steps to creating a more formal network of Crossings
“Chapters”, Piioting the idea with Sanclg | a Grcga’s Crossings Care Communitg n
Greensboro, NC. We hope this first Chapter will become a model for other informal
Crossings networks to create a more visibie, viable presence and use our suPPort at

the national level to do Crossings work in their local communities.
As aiwags, your tax deductible giicts to our cause are of tremendous value in
nourisning us for the cl'ia”enges before us — ec[ucating everyone from state officials to

families of victims of violence and all of us in between.

I gratitudc a|w39 s,

Elizabetri Knox, Crossings’ executive director



